This article lists the theoretical criteria that need to be considered to assess the practicabilily of an automatic analyser. Two essential sets of criteria should be .taken into account when selecting an automatic analyser: 'reliability' and 'practicability'. Practibility covers the features that provide information about the suitabil@ of an analyser for specific working conditions. These practibility criteria are classsified in this article and include the environment; work organization; versatility and flexibility; safely controls; staff training; maintenance and operational costs.
Introduction
This paper describes the theoretical criteria that need to be considered in order to assess the practicability of an automatic analyser for eventual use under specific working conditions. The criteria to be considered in selecting an analyser are reliability and practicability.
Reliability can be defined as the ability an analyser has to maintain a good analytical quality (imprecision, in- accuracy, shift etc.) on a long-term basis.
Practicability includes a number of qualities that provide intbrmation about the whole range of possibilities the analyser has under the specific working conditions of a given laboratory.
An analyser will be selected on the basis of manufacturers' technical information, the experiences of other users and published evaluations. A good evaluation will cover all aspects ofanalysis, both thvourable and unfavourable, and provide potential users with the information that will allow them to select the instrument that best suits their specific working requirements.
'Practicability' criteria can be classified as follows: Chemistry, 2, 20-32 (1982) .
